DIRECTIONS:  (1) Read the essay prompt and both essays.  (2) Discuss the questions below with a partner. 

ESSAY PROMPT: Proponents of students in the workforce say that employment teaches time management and responsibility while providing income and useful experiences. Opponents say that mixing school and jobs adds stress and adult temptations to a student's life while reducing the time available for study and extracurricular activities. Is it possible to create a balance? 

Read both texts and then write an informational essay detailing a plan that a high school student could use to balance school and a part-time job. Be sure to use information from both texts in your essay. 

ESSAY A
Many high school students are interested in starting to work part time while they are still in school. Whatever the reason it is important for students who want to mix work and school to make good plan so they can manage a balance in their responsibilities as well as have some time for fun and enjoying their high school years. 

Students who take a part-time job obviously have the benefit of extra money in their pocket. While it is fun to think about the clothes and music they can buy with extra money it is also true that many students who are going on to college or technical school do actually save some of the money they earn to help with future expenses. This leads to a second benefit that the article “Benefits of Part-Time Work” points out. These students are learning about how to manage their money and plan for the future, and that helps them mature. 

On the other hand there are definitely drawbacks to taking a job while still in high school. The important thing is that students do not try to work more hours than they can handle. Students who try to work more than 20 hours a week start to see less benefits and more problems according to the article “Employment Disadvantages.” Their grades may suffer, and some of them may even drop out of high school. Sometimes these students feel they are failing and their self-esteem suffers. 

If a student really does want to work while in high school, they need to take all these things into consideration and create a workable plan that they can manage. Most important, they have to decide on how many hours they can devote to a job and still keep their focus on high school classes high. They also need positive ways to deal with the extra stress that adding another responsibility to their schedule will absolutely bring. 

It is important for high school students to think carefully about the positive benefits and negative consequences that can come from taking a job while still in school. If they do, they can maximize the positives and avoid the problems.

ESSAY B

There are many things to consider if you are a high school student who wants a part-time job. Since the main focus needs to be on school at this time, it is important to not take on to much or grades, not to mention social life will probably suffer. 

Even though many adolescents think they are mature enough to handle the extra responsibilities a job will bring, the facts show they may be wrong. Many possible negatives can happen when a student works more than 20 hours a week. First is just the stress of adding work hours to the day. If students aren’t realistic about what they can do, they can start to get lower grades in school leading sometimes to dropping out. 

But, if a job workload is managable, then students have things to gain from working. Money and independence as well as work experience gives the student more maturaty. They can use the extra money to fund there entertainment, but they can also save for there futures. 

Deciding whether or not to take a job while you are a high school student is just one of the difficult decisions that you will have to make. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS.  FOR EACH ESSAY:
1. Is it organized?  Is each paragraph about one main idea? Provide an example.
2. Was the question answered?
3. Is there an introduction and a conclusion?
4. Is there support for the claim or development of the ideas?  Provide an example.
5. Does the writer draw information from the source texts? 
6. Which essay, A or B, is better?  Why do you say so?
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On the other hand there are definitely drawbacks to taking a job while still in high school. The important thing is that students do not try to work more hours than they can handle. Students who try to work more than 20 hours a week start to see less benefits and more problems according to the article “Employment Disadvantages.” Their grades may suffer, and some of them may even drop out of high school. Sometimes these students feel they are failing and their self-esteem suffers. 

If a student really does want to work while in high school, they need to take all these things into consideration and create a workable plan that they can manage. Most important, they have to decide on how many hours they can devote to a job and still keep their focus on high school classes high. They also need positive ways to deal with the extra stress that adding another responsibility to their schedule will absolutely bring. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS.  FOR EACH ESSAY:
1. Is it organized?  Is each paragraph about one main idea? Provide an example.
2. Was the question answered?
3. Is there an introduction and a conclusion?
4. Is there support for the claim or development of the ideas?  Provide an example.
5. Does the writer draw information from the source texts? 
6. Which essay, A or B, is better?  Why do you say so?

